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PRESENTED IN THE

Persephone Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian 
Theatres and engages under the terms of the Canadian Theatre Agreement.  

Professional artists are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association.  
Production staff are members of I.A.T.S.E. Local 300.

 

The video or audio recording of this performance by  
any means is strictly prohibited.

This theatre operates with the assistance of:

Persephone Theatre is located on the beautiful lands of Indigenous peoples who 
have lived here since time immemorial, including the Nêhiyawak, Nêhithawak, 
Anishinabek, Nakawe, Nakota, Nehinawak, Lakota, Dakota and Dene peoples. 
This place is also the homeland of the Métis. At Persephone, we also like to 

acknowledge the contributions of the Whitecap Dakota and Round Prairie Métis 
peoples in establishing our city of Saskatoon. Persephone Theatre is located on 

Treaty 6 territory and is committed to living in good relations with our Indigenous 
neighbours, in the spirit with which the Treaties were intended.
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Arts & culture 
bring life to 
communities.
Thats why sasktel sponsors  
cultural organizations  
and events.

Find out how at  
sasktel.com/cares.
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CAST
Jenna "JB" Berenbaum .................................................................................................................................... Lena
Kristi Frank .................................................................................................................................................................... Karin
Mackenzie Dawson ......................................................................................................................................  Markus

CREATIVE
Trina Davies .................................................................................................................................................. Playwright
Jonathan Seinen ............................................................................................................................................  Director
Xander Scribante** .............................................................................................................. Assistant Director
Rachel Walliser ........................................................................................................................  Intimacy Director
Hanne Loosen* ............................................................................................. Set and Costume Designer
Judith Schulz* ......................................................................................................................... Lighting Designer
Jordan Perry ................................................................................................................................. Sound Designer
Ricardo Alvarado .......................................................................................................................  Stage Manager
Katie Blackburn-Dust .................................................................................. Assistant Stage Manager
Nathaniel Morin** ........................................................................................  Apprentice Stage Manager  

 
*Designer represented by the Associate Designers of Canada (ADC), IATSE Local 659. 

** Participant in Persephone Theatre's RBC Artist Mentorship program.

This production runs approximately 2 hours
plus one 20 minute intermission.

"I Will Survive" performed by Gloria Gaynor used courtesy of University of 
Universal Records with permission under license from Music Canada Inc.

CONTENT ADVISORY 
Recommended Audience: 12+

Mature Themes, Non-Toxic Haze
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Everyday, it gets harder and harder to tell what is 
real, and what is not; who is trustworthy and who 
is not; even what is a fact and what is not. This is 

largely driven by how much time we all now spend online and how much 
trust we put into what we see there – but it has become so easy to fake a 
voice, an image, a video; to not tell the whole truth. In the real world, when 
actual people stand right in front of us, recognizing what is true, and what is 
not, feels a lot easier – usually. But is it? The Romeo Initiative is no usual story, 
and yet it is all based on truth.

As people, we are constantly driven by a need for human connection – to 
feel seen, heard, loved, and valued. Having a shared emotional experience 
with another is one of the truest human experiences we can have. Even in 
this story full of deception, there is still the truth of human connection.

Remarkably, this is also what I think makes theatre so special. We sit down 
in the dark to watch a play unfold, knowing what is happening in front of us 
is not real, and yet, somehow it is still true. As an audience we connect with 
the artists, the story they are telling, and with each other – we have a shared 
emotional experience and through the artifice of theatre, experience human 
connection. I love that the truth of our humanity is not altered by deception.

Much of what remains now of history, which we learn from and carry forward, 
exists because someone choose to express it in an artistic form. I am so 
glad playwright Trina Davies chose to capture this fascinating bit of history 
in The Romeo Initiative. Trina has woven together a tale which is both true, 
and not, with threads of drama, comedy, romance, mystery, intrigue, danger, 
and historical record, into an extraordinary script. This production has been 
brought to life by an exceptional team of artists, and I want to thank you for 
choosing to spend time at the theatre, watching something you know you 
can trust to be true.

Thank you for being here and supporting Persephone Theatre, and the live 
arts in Saskatoon.

Enjoy the show!

Heather Cant
Artistic Director

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
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I am delighted to welcome you to the first show of the new year, the second 
half of Persephone Theatre’s 51st season, with this enticing play, filled with 
romance, intrigue and espionage. Half romantic comedy and half spy-thriller, 
The Romeo Initiative is a bold, exciting work which examines trust, personal 
agency, manipulation, and love. This play is unique, as it does not offer easy 
answers; instead, it asks us to sit with its complexity. 

It is always a joy to share Canadian plays with our patrons, and even more 
meaningful when the playwright is from Saskatoon! This is the first time 
Persephone has produced a play by Trina Davies, and it is an absolute 
pleasure to welcome her back home. 

I am also thrilled to share with you another special event coming up on 
February 21st, where we welcome another Saskatoon local back home for 
a one night only fundraising event for Persephone Theatre. Saskatoon’s 
own Kim Coates joins us for a rare “Inside the Actor’s Studio” style evening. 
Hosted by CTV’s Jeff Rogstad and media personality Caitrin Hodson, the 
event will touch on Kim’s humble beginnings at USask, his professional 
acting debut at Persephone Theatre in the early 1980s, to his rise in 
Hollywood, with such shows as FX’s hit series, Sons of Anarchy and the 
Netflix series Bad Blood. We invite you to join us for an unforgettable evening 
for a great cause!

We want to thank you for choosing to spend your time with us, and for 
supporting local, live Theatre right here in Saskatoon. 

Breanne Harmon

Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
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I’m very happy to be able to share this story with Saskatoon audiences. I was 
born in Saskatoon and grew up here until my family moved to Edmonton 
half-way through high school. I have deep roots in Saskatchewan on both 
sides of my family, back three to five generations. While I now make my 
home in Vancouver, I return often to visit family. It has always been on my list 
of ‘some day’ to have a production at Persephone, and now as you sit in the 
audience I can say that it has happened.

The Romeo Initiative began with a reaction. My father was visiting and 
we caught the last part of a documentary on tv during ‘spy week’ on the 
History Channel. A woman, surrounded by a multitude of small dogs, was 
emoting over the betrayal she experienced under the East German initiative. 
My father, perhaps spurred on by the tears and number of small animals, 
expressed his belief that the woman was delusional. I reacted differently. It 
seemed to me anyone who had been through a relationship which had failed 
to live up to its early expectations, especially those that had involved some 
kind of deception, would ask similar questions to those that this woman was 
posing. 

That simple musing turned into years of reading and research, from German 
texts translated by a friend, to speaking with a German journalist accessed 
through the BBC. I dug into the latest research about the bio-chemistry of 
romantic love. It led to a critically-successful world premiere during another 
February 15 years ago, publication, and numerous productions across 
Canada and the United States. The play was translated into Italian. Through 
this play, I won the National Enbridge Award for Established Artist and was a 
finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama. 

It's been along road from that first discussion about a tv documentary and 
the spark of an idea. This play is for anyone who has ever fallen in love, and 
for anyone who has ever had their heart broken. Which, I expect, is all of us.

Trina Davies

PLAYWRIGHT'S MESSAGE
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Welcome to the 2025/26 season at Persephone Theatre, on beautiful Treaty 
6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis.

Now in its 51st season, Persephone Theatre continues to be a vital part 
of Saskatoon's cultural landscape, offering audiences the shared joy 
of experiencing stories brought to life on stage. Theatre, at its heart, is 
storytelling —which constantly reminds us of the enduring power a great 
story has to connect, heal, and inspire.

From its roots in 1974 to its permanent home at River Landing, Persephone 
has remained committed to enriching lives through the performing arts. 
Whether exploring timeless classics or bold new voices, each season 
contributes to building a stronger, more vibrant community.

A great story draws us in, invites reflection, and stays with us long after the 
final curtain. It brings us together in laughter, in empathy, and sometimes in 
challenge —always reminding us of our shared humanity.

Congratulations to Persephone Theatre on more than five decades of 
storytelling excellence. We look forward to another season of unforgettable 
performances and the continued positive impact of theatre in our city.

To everyone bringing this year's productions to life —on stage, behind the 
scenes, or in the audience —may the transformative power of live theatre 
continue to inspire and uplift you.

Cynthia Block
Mayor

MAYOR'S MESSAGE
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The Edney Community Library is a collection of plays and theatre-related 
books, hosted at Persephone Theatre, for community use. The Library includes 
a wide array of items, including: technical books, theory books, contemporary 
and modern playwrights, Canadian playwrights, Indigenous playwrights, 
Queer playwrights, playwrights from the Global Majority, and European, British 
and Greek classical theatre, among others. 

All books from the Edney Community Library are free to borrow. You are 
welcome to stay and enjoy the Tier 2 Lounge while you read, or take the book 
with you. All we ask is for all books to be returned to the library when finished. 

The Library launched in the fall of 2022. It was made possible by an initial 
donation from David Edney, which was supported with further donations from 
Phillip Adams, Derek Butt, Heather Cant, Grahame Kent, Yvette Nolan and the 
Sask Playwrights Centre. It has continued to grow with support and donations 
from other members of our community. We are so grateful to these folks for 
helping us bring this resource to our community.

Do you have plays or theatre books you would like to donate to the library? 
Please contact Anika Caswell, Social Media & Marketing Associate at 
anika.c@persephonetheatre.org.

We gratefully accept both books and monetary donations to keep the library 
well stocked each year with fresh titles.

DAVID EDNEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Open Daily

7am-7pm

Coffee + Tea

Local Ingredients

Food from Scratch

Community-Focused 616 Broadway Ave
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306-500-7380

On Any In-Home Service

centennialplumbing.com

$50 OFF

The Show Must Go On... 
And So Must Your Furnace!

Proud Sponsor of 
Persephone's Theatre School

CHANTEL SAUNDERS & JEFF ROGSTAD

Proud to 
support local

theatre

CTVNewsSaskatoon.ca

WEEKNIGHTS 6
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Iris is a collective of four artists working in the Saskatoon area. Named after the 
Greek goddess of the rainbow—and the part of the eye that regulates light—Iris 
invites viewers of “Iris at the Pomegranate” to walk with us here, considering the 
play of light, line, and colour in the surrounding world.

Blanche Johnston works from her studio near Beaver Creek, expressing the 
energy of the environment and a curiosity about place and time. She creates with 
acrylics and oils, using glazes or impasto, on canvas or paper mounted on panels. 
blanchejohnstonart@gmail.com

Bev Brenna paints from her studio in Saskatoon and her cabin at Emma Lake as 
well as en plein air in the Battlefords area, using watercolour and acrylic media. 
Her voice is influenced by impressionism and poetics. bev.brenna@usask.ca

Bonnie Conly is a rural multi-disciplinary artist with Ukrainian ancestry. Her work 
investigates themes of place, identity, and immigration. She has had solo and 
group exhibitions in numerous public galleries. b.a.conly@shaw.ca

Michelle Plett was raised in northern Saskatchewan and grew up with an 
appreciation for the beauty of nature and a fascination with plant life. Since 
discovering painting with encaustics (beeswax), she has shared her works with 
many collectors. michelleplettart@gmail.com

NOW SHOWING AT THE POMEGRANATE GALLERY

IRIS COLLECTIVE
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CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

RICARDO ALVARADO  |  Stage Manager

LOCAL ARTIST 

Previous Persephone Stage Management Credits: A 
Christmas Story, The Woman In Black, Million Dollar 
Quartet, Native Gardens, Disney's The Little Mermaid, The 
Revolutionists, The Mountaintop, The Birds & The Bees

Ricardo is a SATAward-winning multidisciplinary theatre 
artist, and they are proud to be part of Saskatoon's 
vibrant theatre community. They are the co-founder 
of Ppl r Ppl Productions, and advocate for ppl first in 
this industry. Select Credits: Evita, The Crooner (SM, 
Drayton Entertainment); Luna (Puppet Designer, 25th 
St Theatre); Die Harsh (SM, Grindstone Theatre); Hamlet, 
Romeo & Juliet, As You Like It (SM, Shakespeare on 
the Saskatchewan); Spring Awakening, Hand to God, 
Little Shop of Horrors, Avenue Q, The Rocky Horror 
Show (Director, Ppl r Ppl Productions). Up next: Othello 
(ASM, Stratford Festival), Sexy Laundry (SM, Drayton 
Entertainment).

JENNA "JB" BERENBAUM  |  Lena

LOCAL ARTIST

Previous Persephone credits: 18 Jews Order Chinese Food 
(playwright), Treasure Island, Shape of a Girl, Invisible Girl, 
Incredible Speediness of Jamie Cavanaugh

JB is an award-winning actor and writer based in 
Saskatoon. Select acting credits include: The Reel Whirled 
(Sum Theatre),  Hand To God (Ppl r ppl productions),  
Comedy of Errors (Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan), 
Bad Hats Peter Pan (Globe Theatre) and many more. Their 
play, 18 Jews Order Chinese Food, premiered last year 
as part of Persephone Theatre’s 50th season. They are 
thrilled to be back on the Persephone stage. Enjoy the 
show!

KATIE BLACKBURN-DUST  |  Assistant Stage Manager

LOCAL ARTIST 

Previous Persephone Apprentice Stage Management 
Credits: Million Dollar Quartet, This Is How We Got Here, 
Lighting Design Apprentice: The Herd, Stones in his 
Pockets

Katie Blackburn-Dust is a Stage Manager, Lighting 
Designer, and Arts Administrator based on Treaty 6 
territory in Saskatoon. Katie holds a BFA with Honours in 
Acting from the University of Saskatchewan, but is happy 
to have found her home in the theatre behind the scenes 

- more specifically, in the booth! Katie is proud to be a 
recipient of the SATAward for Outstanding Emerging Artist 
and a nominee for the SATAward for Excellence in Design. 
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MACKENZIE DAWSON  |  Markus

LOCAL ARTIST

Previous Persephone Acting Credits: Miracle on 34th 
Street, The Fiancée, Jabber, For Art’s Sake

Mackenzie is proud to call Saskatoon home. A graduate 
of the University of Saskatchewan’s Acting program, and 
Artistic Director with SUM Theatre, much of his practice 
focuses on original devised creations and adaptations 
of well-known stories. Mac can often be seen running 
the Meewasin Trail, venturing into the mountains, and 
presenting plays in neighbourhood parks. His work as 
an actor, director, and producer has enabled him to 
collaborate with many of Saskatoon’s theatre companies. 
Special thanks to Megan, who dares him to dream big.

Upcoming for Mac: Directing Theatre in the Park 2026 
(SUM Theatre). Find us in a park near you!

TRINA DAVIES  |  Playwright

VISITING PLAYWRIGHT FROM VANCOUVER, WHO 
GREW UP IN SASKATOON

Trina Davies is a playwright based in Vancouver, who 
grew up in Saskatoon. Trina’s award-winning plays include 
Shatter, Multi User Dungeon, The Auction, The Bone Bridge 
and Waxworks. Her play The Romeo Initiative was a finalist 
for Canada’s top literary prize the Governor General’s 
Literary Award for Drama 2012 and was the winner of the 
National Enbridge Prize for Established Artist. Her plays 
have been performed across Canada and in a number 
of other countries including the United States, Germany, 
Italy, and India. Her work has been translated into Italian 
and German. She has participated in artist residencies 
at the Stratford Festival in Ontario, Banff Centre for the 
Arts, the Playwrights Theatre Centre and the Bella Vita 
Playwrights Retreat in Italy. 
Trina is a member of the Alberta Playwrights Network and 
the Playwrights Guild of Canada. Learn more about Trina 
at http://www.trinadavies.com/

KRISTI FRANK  |  Karin

VISITING ARTIST FROM ONTARIO

Persephone Debut

Kristi Frank is a singer, dancer, actor, teacher, and 
mentor. She hails from North Battleford and has enjoyed 
a career that has taken her across Canada and abroad. 
She is thrilled to be coming home for this production. 
ELSEWHERE (selected): the Arts Club; the Grand Theatre; 
Tokyo Disney; and 13 seasons at the Shaw Festival. 
Upcoming: Constanza (Amadeus), Shaw Festival. Thank 
you to my family, fabulous hubby, and lifelong Battleford 
Beauties.  
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NATHANIEL MORIN  |  Apprentice Stage Manager

LOCAL ARTIST 

Persephone Debut

Nathaniel Morin holds a Bachelor’s degree in Drama from 
the University of Saskatchewan and has stage managed 
productions at Greystone Theatre, both academically 
and as a volunteer. Nathaniel is passionate in working for 
Persephone and other local theater companies to deepen 
his experience and transition into a full-time career in 
stage management.

HANNE LOOSEN  |  Set and Costume Designer

VISITING ARTIST FROM CALGARY

Previous Persephone Credits: Bright Half Life (Set Design)

Hanne is a set and costume designer living and working 
in Calgary. She grew up in Belgium and got a BA from 
the Academy of Visual Arts Maastricht and an MA in 
Scenography at the Technical University Berlin. She has 
worked for various companies in Calgary and she is a 
regular guest at the Shaw Festival, where she has spent 
five seasons designing.

JORDAN PERRY  |  Sound Designer

LOCAL ARTIST 

Persephone Debut

Jordan Perry is a Canadian Independent Music Award-
nominated artist, drummer, music producer, and 
songwriter, known for blending ’80s aesthetic with 
modern production and bombastic drums. Collaborations 
with artists such as Beau Nectar, Vikki Minor and Rooky 
Kamiz have taken him across western Canada and 
beyond, performing at festivals and awards galas like 
Sasktel Jazz Fest, Departure/Canadian Music Week, 
Breakout West, The Sask Music Awards, Ness Creek Music 
Festival, FONO Festival and more.
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XANDER SCRIBANTE  |  Assistant Director

LOCAL ARTIST 

Persephone Debut

Xander Scribante is an Emerging Theatre artist. He is 
always looking for more ways to be involved with theatre, 
and is very excited to be the assistant director for The 
Romeo Initiative. He has also been privileged to be able to 
perform in Paper Wheat at Dancing Sky Theatre, as well 
as Passage at the 2024 Saskatoon Fringe Festival. If you 
see him in the city, feel free to stop him and say hi.

JUDITH SCHULZ  |  Lighting Designer

LOCAL ARTIST 

Previous Persephone Lighting Design Credits: The 
Revolutionists  Projection Design Credits: The Herd 
(SATAward Receipient), This Is How We Got Here 
(SATAward Nominee)

Judith Schulz (she/her) is a Saskatoon-based theatre 
designer, director, producer, and administrator with a 
passion for making stories come alive through lighting, 
projection design, abstract sets, or support roles like 
stage management. She currently serves as the Executive 
Director for the Saskatchewan Association of Theatre 
Professionals, where she uses the values of care and 
progress through a lens of optimistic realism to bring 
programming and development to the theatre sector in 
Saskatchewan. 

Select credits: The Curst (Projections, Dancing Sky 
Theatre), A Brontë Without Genius (Lights, Planter Box 
Theatre/Live Five), Zastrozzi: The Master of Discipline 
(Lights, Eisenschmetterlinge Collective/Live Five), The 
Unplugging (Lights/Projections, Burnt Thicket Theatre, 
SATAward Nominee), Luna (Lights, 25th Street Theatre), 
Yaga (Director/Producer, Two Bees Productions/Live 
Five).

JONATHAN SEINEN  |  DIRECTOR

VISITING ARTIST FROM VANCOUVER

Previoius Persephone Credit: Constellations Directing 
(Workshop)

Directing credits: Boys In Chairs Collective’s Access Me 
(Dora Award), Iphigenia and the Furies by Jeff Ho (Theatre 
Passe Muraille), and Black Boys (Buddies In Bad Times 
Theatre). As an actor, he last appeared in Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Ekstatika) at the Artesian in Regina. His 
company Architect Theatre is developing Weyburn 1959 
by Arthur Milner, which was part of Sum Theatre’s The 
First Monday 24/25 reading series. In 2020, Jonathan was 
awarded the John Hirsch Prize from the Canada Council 
for the Arts.

jonathanseinen.com
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RACHEL WALLISER  |  Intimacy Director

LOCAL ARTIST

Previous Persephone Credits: The Birds & The Bees 
(Assistant Director/Apprentice Intimacy Director)

Rachel Walliser (she/her) juggles work as an actor, award-
winning playwright, intimacy director, designer, and 
professional chocolate taster. On top of holding a BA in 
Theatre and Performance & Women’s and Gender Studies 
from the University of Regina, Rachel has also trained 
with the Saskatchewan Playwrights Centre’s “Reading 
the Compass” Dramaturgy Program, Theatrical Intimacy 
Education, and Intimacy Directors and Coordinators. 
You last saw her on stage in Colourless Ruby and the 
Fantastical Missing Shades at the Saskatoon Fringe 
Festival.
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 PERSEPHONETHEATRE.ORG/ACCESSIBILITY

UPCOMING
THEATRE CAMPS

Register online at 

SCHOOL.PERSEPHONETHEATRE.ORG

Join us for programs which build confidence and 
communication skills through acting and theatre arts. 

Whether you want to learn about acting, design or 
just want to have fun and make new friends, we offer 

programs for all ages. 

Our classes are taught by theatre professionals and 
educators who truly love sharing their passion for the 

stage with all ages.

Illustrations by Keylianne Smith

February 17 - 20
THE COMEDY COUNTDOWN 

CAMP

April 6 - 10
MERMAIDS AND PINEAPPLES 

MUSICAL MASH UP

June 29 - August 22
SUMMER CREATION CAMPS!



Recommended
Reading
inspired by The Romeo Initiative 

American Spy  
by Lauren Wilkinson

The Romeo Initiative 
by Trina Davies  

Who Is Vera Kelly?  
by Rosalie Knecht

McNally Robinson Booksellers  
3130-8th Street East  ∙  mcnallyrobinson.com 

W H E N  Y O U  S U P P O R T  U S ,  Y O U  S U P P O R T  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
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atb.com/WealthSaskatoon

ATB Wealth consists of a range of financial services provided by ATB 
Financial and certain of its subsidiaries. ATB Investment Management 
Inc. and ATB Securities Inc. are individually licensed users of the 
registered trade name ATB Wealth. ATB Securities Inc. is a member 
of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Canadian Investment 
Regulatory Organization.

Whatever dream 
you’re acting out, 

WE EXIST  
TO MAKE IT  
POSSIBLE

PAY-WHAT-YOU-CHOOSE PERFORMANCE SPONSOR



23

ACKNOWLEDGING OUR DONORS*
DONATIONS LISTED WERE MADE FROM JANUARY 2025 - JANUARY 2026

CHAMPION 	 $10,000 OR MORE
AFICIONADO	 $5,000 - $9,999
BENEFACTOR	 $1,000 - $4,999
PATRON	 $500 - $999

SUPPORTER	 $250 - $499
CONTRIBUTOR	 $100 - $249
MEMBER	 $50 - $99
FRIEND	 $20 - $49

CHAMPION
Elisabeth Foucault & Paul Salisbury
Jerry & Tina Grandey
Dean Jones & Ev Burnett
Malcolm & Marilyn Leggett
Beverly & Joe Remai
Ellen Remai
Shirley & Lloyd Widenmaier

AFICIONADO
Alan Deschner & Susan Whiting
Jessica J. Dueck
Arlene Klassen
Keitha McClocklin

BENEFACTOR
Jane Benjamin
Kathy Berg
Susan & Neil Clarke
Gwendolyn Jane Dueck
James Hawn
James Horsman
George Jeerakathil & Tanya Veeman
Dean Jones & Evelyn Burnett
Bob & Courtney Kasian
Carol & Bob Kavanagh
Myrna King
Dr. Terry Klassen & Ms. Grace Dueck
Beverley Kobelsky
Randy & Paige Mortensen
Carla Orosz
Patrick & Karen Pitka
Janet & Art Postle
Sandi Schultz & Barry Meissner
Arnie & Linda Shaw
Greg Thomas
Edward & Dorothy Tymchatyn
Tony & Kim van Burgsteden
Kathy & Blaine Watson

PATRON
Arthur George Baalim
Donna Bailey
Stan Boyle
Stewart & Diane Brown
Loran Chrusch & Jana Lalach

Lorrie Couzens
Pamela Cuelenaere
Janice & Barry Gingell
Laddie & Shelley James
Deb Karst
Karen Kolkman
James Kornelson
Yann Martel & Alice Kuipers
Verity Moore-Wright
June Morgan
Gail Osachoff
Jennifer Pereira & Kurt Soucy
Roger & Lorraine Schmid
Sherwood & Elaine Sharfe
Linda Suveges
Jessie Thibodeau
Bev & Hugh Townsend
Pat Turner
Trent Watts

SUPPORTER
Kate Beattie
Shawna & Errol Berenbaum
Kathy Berg
Dawn & Bob Bessel
Dr. David & Kathy Campbell
Richard  Carter
Darla Cheetham
Larry & Jo Custead
Beverly Dahl
Jack & Maureen Dersch
Katie & Erwin Dueck
Marcel & Janice Gallays
Steven Greenfield
Drs. Mark Gryba & Dorothy Barrie 
Jan Mark & Sharon Gustafson 
Jacqueline Huck
Kendall Knuttila
Tim Hutchinson
Lynn & Laurie Korol
Sean Maw & Linda Yip
Gillian & Allan McDougald
Pauline Melis & Eric Cline
Iris Nicholaichuk
Linda Nystuen
Wilma Penner

*We have recently migrated to a new ticketing and donation tracking software. If you notice inaccuracies in this list while 
we familiarize ourselves with this new program, please let us know so they can be corrected.
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SUPPORTER  (continued)
Karen Bolstad & Don Purich
Wendy Roy
Genevieve Salamon
Seneca Santo
Diana Semenchuk
John Senior

Della Marshall
Meg Shatilla & Miles MacDonald
Jacqueline Stovis-Flaherty & Brian Flaherty
Terresa Ann Strohan
Leslie G. Tallis
Judy White
Janine Zarowny

CONTRIBUTOR 
Gregory & Barbara Adams
Patricia Polowick & Allan Ireland
Cathy & Bob Anderson
Phyllis Baker
Stan Bartel & Barbara Heinricks
Joan Basinski
Kirstin Bett
Morris & Joyce Bodnar
Pat & Eric Broberg
Susan Brown
Carol Copeland
Marlene Cyr
Moira Day
Dennis Deminchuk
Hugh Dorward
Elfriede Dueck
Katherine Dugan
Jake & Barbara Ens
Madeline Fernandes
Jackie Ferraton
Don & Norma Gendzwill
Mary Glauser
Kathy Grant
Michel Gravel
Katharine Grier
Dr. Jerry & Mrs. Joanne Haigh
Robert Halliday
Cliff Hansen & Debbie 
Guenther-Hansen 
James & Cathy Herrick
Brigitte Holl
Thelma Howard
Rob & Nancy Howse
Alex Jackson
Beth & Dennis Johnson
Colleen Kells
Marj Kirkby
Karen & Leonard Kirkland
Heather Kleiner
Gordon & Illa Knudsen
Lynn & Laurie Korol
Mary Elizabeth Leggett
Margaret Lowry

Heather MacDonald
Fraser Glen & Jill Marchand
Linda & Ron Mascho
Doug Maurer
Harris & Diane May
Ian & Barbara McNaughton
Myrtle McNulty
Netty McPeek
Pauline Melis & Eric Cline
Lauren E. Miller
Bob Mirwald
Rita Mary Mirwald
Richard & Debbie Moldenhauer
Hilda Noton
Mark Pasloski
Tom & Nadine Potts
John Puderak
Frank Quennell
Maxine Reid
Betty Reynolds
C. Jane Richardson
Michael Rohatynsky
Whitney Romero
Sheila Scott
Ellen & Don Shatilla
Thelma Snow
R & S Steer
Harley and Allyce Strudwick
Kathy Strutt
Louis Tapper
Brenda Thiessen
Nicole Tiessen
Richard & Wendy White
Craig & Pam Wilson
Ivan & Katherine Windjack
Lucille Wooff
Andrea Wright
Beverly Wudel
Wendy & Carl Yaworski
Ron & Sandy Zurevinski

MEMBER
Felix Auriat
Veronica Baker
Katelyn Baker
Paulette Caron
Susan Carol Chappell
Jill Crawley-Low
Jo Custead
David John Cyca
Brenda Dahlby
Joan Daniels
Edward & Debra Dyna
Jackie Ferraton
Dale Holaday
Karen Janke-Curliss
Doreen Kerby
Bonnie & John Lawrence
Arlene Manson
Daniel Beavis
Matthew & Christy Miller
Jocelyn Moore
Elaine & Reg Morrison
Manon Murdock
Laurie Njaa
Margot Orr-Stevenson
Madelyn Perkins
Heather Ryback
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Schinowsky
Sandra G Simpson
Merle Swanson
John & Delphia Takala
Beverly & Hugh Townsend
Diane Trondson
Helen Weyland
Gail Zink

FRIEND
Kathy Allen
Jenafor Alm 
Paulette Baker
Olivia Bell
Brenda Bennett
Shelley Betker
Jason Bews
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Jennifer Brooks
Caitlin Brown
Anne Calladine
Sharon Champ
Patsy Chell
Dean Classen
Erin Code
Margaret Dalziel
Elizabeth Dizman
Margaret Dragan
Nahanni Dunn
Renee Dust
Allison Fairbairn
Tracy Feher
Loran & Donna Forer
Aaron Fornwald
Laurie Garcea
Wendy Gitelman
Rhonda & Brent Gough
Kathy Grant
Kathryn Green
Leslie Ham
Emma Hawkins
Kadane Headley
Patrick Heal

Karen Hedlin
Todd Hiebert
Sandra Huculak
Diane Jalbert
Maxine Kinakin
Rod & Sandy Klashinsky
Lorna Kosteniuk
Lynda Lutkin
Shari Martin
Dan McAvoy
Ashley McConnery
Chelsea McDonald
Nissa McMaster
Clare Middleton
Blaire Voth Miller
Katherine Miller
Matthew & Christy Miller
Kevin Nagy
Jodi Nehring
Linden Nilsen
Brett Pekrul
Jonathan Pelletier
Brenda Peters
Sherri Quintin
Jack Sandbrand

Eric Schwenger
Mark Scrivener
Brian Skulski
Evelyn Smysniuk
Jared Soanes
Lori Soderberg
Nicole Spagrud
Nancy Steinbachs
Ada Stephenson
J. Stuckel
Sawyer Thiel
Nancy Trapp
Mark Turner
Marion Van Impe
Trisha Weiland
Gordon Wick
Vincent Wiegers
Tim Williams
Phyllis & Kate Wilson
Ruth Wilson
Molly Zurevinsky



26

Directors Circle is a special activities group for donors. Get a 
backstage tour, be the first to see a set, and hear about special effects 
used in a show. Meet a guest artist and hear about the development 
of a play from their perspective. Meet the cast and sit in on the first 
read-through of the script. 

A $1,500 donation provides you and a guest with access to behind-
the-scenes Directors Circle activities for 12 months. You can choose to 
make your gift as a one-time donation or sign up for monthly giving.

If you would like more information about the Directors Circle or 
monthly giving contact:

Ericka Bold
Development Officer
ericka.b@persephonetheatre.org
306-384-2126 ext. 244.

Jane Benjamin
Kathy Berg
Neil & Susan Clarke
Alan Deschner & Susan Whiting
Jessica J. Dueck
Elisabeth Foucault & Paul Salisbury
Jerry & Tina Grandey
James Hawn
Dean Jones & Ev Burnett
Arlene Klassen
Dr. Terry Klassen & Ms. Grace Dueck
Beverley Kobelsky
Malcolm & Marilyn Leggett
Yann Martel & Alice Kuipers

Keitha McClocklin
Randy & Paige Mortensen
Carla Orosz
Patrick & Karen Pitka
Beverly & Joe Remai
Ellen Remai
Sandi Schultz & Barrie Meissner
Arnie & Linda Shaw
George Jeerakathil & Tanya Veeman
Edward & Dorothy Tymchatyn
Tony & Kim van Burgsteden
Kathy & Blaine Watson
Shirley & Lloyd Widenmaier

DIRECTORS CIRCLE
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SEASON PARTNERS

SPONSORS

FUNDERS

Performed in the

SEASON SPONSORS

DEEP END SERIES

MAIN STAGE

YOUTH, SENIOR &  
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Culture on the Go is made possible through 
funding provided to the Saskatchewan Arts 
Board by the Government of Saskatchewan 
through the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport.

Frank and Ellen 
Remai Foundation

T
H

E

PERKS PARTNERS

FUNDERS

Elisabeth 
Foucault Youth 
Theatre Fund

The Estate of Tony & Mary Banks

Remai Arts Centre Summer Camp 
Scholarship Supported in memory of 
Barbara Beavis

Dr. Gordon & Betty Bray Arts Fund

David Edney Fund for Theatre

Lila Henderson Fund

The Reay & Lynda Mackay Fund

Arnie & Linda Shaw Fund

The Robert A. Steane Legacy Fund

Tymchatyn Foundation

FOUNDATIONS
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Yana Adamovics
Kathy Alexander
Bob Anderson
Cathy Anderson
Janette Annis
Linda Anweiller
Cathy Baerg
Ron Baerg
Kim Barks
Shaye Isaak Ball
Sol Barrones
Heidi Bartsch
Susan Bates
Karen Bauche
Kate Beattie
Jackie Beck
Debra Benson
Verna Berg
Barb Brekke
Helen Beslic
Laurel Beyer
Alan Bishoff
Ariel Bloomer
Elaine Borden-Ballard
Sue Botari
Sonia Boyko
Louise Braun
Lynn Brown
Frances Burgess
Chris Butchko
Phyl Cameron
Charmaine Campbell
Orpha Campbell
Larry Carter
Wendy Carter
Lavina Carter
Rodney Carter
Celia Casewell
Liying Chen
Lily Chin
Bonnie Clark
Lorne Clark
Pat Clark
Gerald Clouthier
Linda Clouthier
Cheryl Cole
Shauneen Daviduk
Doreen deGooijer
Ed deGooijer
Michelle Delorme
Dennis Deminchuk
Regan Deschuck
Joanne Bentley Derworiz
Brian Doepker

Doris Downs
Patricia Dozoroc
Doris Duke
Carol Dutchak
Vivian Eaton
Deb Edmison
Dwight Edmison
Mary Anne Elaschuk
Miguel Estrada
Erika Facca
Joanne Farbacher
Bob Farthing
Gladys Fiendell
Deb Firus
Marcia Fortier
Robin Foster
Dale Fraess
Janice Fraess
Ashton Frances
Theresa Galambos
Tracy Gao
Teckla Garrecht
Judy Gelowitz
Monty Gendall
Joanne Gerber
Kate Germin
Diann Gettel
Sheila Gnam
Cathy Gordon
Debbie Grey
Sandy Greyeyes
Julie Gyoba
Cordelia Hamel
Hali Hamel
Ginnie Hartley
Janice Hawley
Joyce Hayes
Debra Heiser
Brenda Heintz
Wendy Hilbig
Neil Hoffart
Wendy Hoffart
Sandy Hogan
Dale Holaday
Mary Holland
Jean Horosko
Val Irvine
Julie Janzen
Beatrice Jenkin
Donnalea Johnson
Keith Johnson
Julie Jordison
Linda Kappel
Susan Keeler

Darren Kent
Minnie Kinar
Cheryl Klemmer
Diana Knaus
Eleanor Knight
Moira Knight
Holly Knuttila
Brenda Korchinski
Evelyn Kostiuk
Mark Krasko
Tetiana Kyzieieva
Jessica Lam
Patty Lang
Debbie Lapointe
Marlys LeBras
Olga Leonova
Vern Lepine
Richard Letkeman
Craig Lewis
Linda Lewis
Dewey Litwiller
Harold Loewen
Lynn Loewen
Berdeena Logan
Kathy Lungull
Kelly Lungull
Heather MacDonald
Karen MacDonald
Bonnie Mann
Della Marshall
Janet Markowski
Lyle Markowski
Shauna Matiko
Katie McBride
Bev McDade
Gloria McGee
Marlene McGillvray
Trish McGregor
Gail McVicar
Sherry Mengering
Louise Michelman
Penny Micklewright
Ida Mikytyshyn
Cindy Miller
Anastasiia Misan
Nikki Moggey
Tetiana Morozova
Gail Motsi
Rosemary Neufeld
Terry Nielsen
Tassahee Nithisaasin
Tami Nykiforuk
Donna Olson
Rob Olson

VOLUNTEERS
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Garnet Packota
Carolyn Pertersen
Holly Pfeifer
Della Phillips
Laurie Pilkey
Margaret Pillay
Lyndi Piller
Sharon Pillipow
Heather Pocock
Cindy Pollard
Darleen Pratt
Sylvia Raginski
Karen Reagan
Stephan Reagan
Deedee Roberts
Maureen Roberts
Robin Robinson
Maryellen Romphf
Adele Rydzik
Janice Sanford-Beck
Brian Sawka
Doreen Scott
Phil Schaan-Dumont
Judi Schulte
Phyllis Shand
Debbie Shwydiuk
Carla Simsic
Charles Simpson
Brenda Sission
Gladys Somerville
Joan Spika
Grace Staples
Bernice Stefaniuk
Marjorie Stevens
Sandra Stobbe
Bernadine Storey
Doreen Summach
Tammy Sutherland
Blair Talor
Judy Thomson
Ruth Thompson
Marilyn Tschirhart
Ron Tschirhart
Lou Anne Turcotte
Mark Turcotte

Susan Valade
Jackie Vanhouwe
Wanda Veltkamp
Shauna Vick
Marie Webb
Judy White
Donna Wiens
Pat Wilson
Angie Wollbaum
Karen Wood
Mary Woodsworth
Joan Simon-Worobec
Carla Zorn
Ron Zurevinski
Sandy Zurevinski
 
OVER 10 YEARS OF SERVICE
Adele Rydzik
Berdeena Logan
Brenda Heintz
Brian Sawka
Bob Farthing
Cathy Baerg
Charles Simpson
Cheryl Cole
Diann Gettel
Gladys Somerville
Grace Staples
Judi Sculte
Karen MacDonald
Kate Germin
Kathy Lungull
Kelly Lungull
Katie McBride
Linda Anweiller
Lily Chin
Miguel Estrada
Minnie Kinar
Moira Knight
Robin Davis
Rosemary Neufeld
Sylvia Raginski
Val Irvine
Vern Lepine

OVER 15 YEARS OF SERVICE
Barb Brekke
Charmaine Campbell
Dale Holaday
Debbie LaPointe
Donna Wiens
Gail McVicar
Ida Mikytyshyn
Judy Thomson
Judy White
Kathy Alexander
Kim Barks
Laurel Beyer
Pat Clark
Shauna Matiko
Sheila Gnam
Wendy Hilbig 
 
OVER 20 YEARS OF 
SERVICE
Beatrice Jenkin
Chris Butchko
Deb Edmison
Dwight Edmison
Dorreen Summach
Doris Downs
Evelyn Kostiuk
Gail McVicar
Gladys Fiendell
Richard Letkeman,
Susan Valade 
 
OVER 30 YEARS OF 
SERVICE
Darleen Pratt
Teckla Garrecht

OVER 40 YEARS OF 
SERVICE
Dennis Deminchuk
Julie Janzen

In Memorial of Volunteers who passed away in 2025
Norma Briskar

19 Seasons
Obituary

Irene Stakiw
5 Seasons
Obituary

https://thestarphoenix.remembering.ca/obituary/norma-briskar-1093389076
https://www.arbormemorial.ca/en/park/obituaries/irene-katherine-stakiw/151394.html
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Great theatre 
lives here.

BMO is proud to be the 2025/26 Season 
Sponsor of Persephone Theatre, and to 
support the performers who captivate 
audiences with exciting, innovative and 
entertaining productions.
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BEHIND THE SCENES & BACKSTAGE

Artistic Director | HEATHER CANT
Executive Director | BREANNE HARMON
Accounting | ANGELA WALLMAN
Artistic Associate - Youth Programming | KRISTI FRIDAY
Associate Producer | OLIVIA SWERHONE-WICK
Box Office Manager & Administrative Associate | DANIEL HUDSON
Box Office Supervisor  | ALLI SPARLING
Development Officer | ERICKA BOLD
Development Support | LISA TALBOT
Director of Education | LORNA BATYCKI
Director of Marketing & Communications | JODI SCHELLENBERG
Front of House & Rentals Manager | MELANIE VANDERLINDE
Graphic Designer & Marketing Associate | CORY DALLAS STANDING
Knowledge Keeper & Cultural Advisor | LYNDON J. LINKLATER
Social Media & Marketing Associate | ANIKA CASWELL
Artistic Associate of Community Building | MICHAEL AFENFIA

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

TECHNICAL STAFF
Production Manager 
KODY MANSON

Technical Director 
JODY LONGWORTH

Head Carpenter 
BILL MCDERMOTT

Head of Properties 
RALPH BLANKENAGEL

Head of Lighting 
JEREMY SMITH

Head of Audio 
DAVID COMPTON

Head of Wardrobe  
MIRANDA HUGHES-
MCKNIGHT

Stitchers  
JULIA BEKE

Scenic Artist 
ANKITA SHARMA

Scenic Painters 
STEPHEN WADE

Scenic Paint Apprentice 
CONOR FARRELL*

Production Assistant 
JONATHAN CESTNICK

BackStage Stage Technician 
TANQUERAY STRANGE

Technicians suppliedby I.A.T.S.E. Local 300. 
*Participant in Persephone Theatre's RBC Artist Mentorship Program

SYED AHMAD, EMILY BARLAS (VICE PRESIDENT), TERICE COLEMAN, DAWN DOHERTY-
AFFLECK (SECRETARY), CYNTHIA DYCK, TESSA DYER, RICK FEDORCHUK, CAITRIN 
HODSON, JAMES HORSMAN (TREASURER), TRACY JOHNSON, DARREN KENT, NIKESH 
MADHAR, MARGOT ORR-STEVENSON, CHARLENE SCRIMSHAW (PRESIDENT)

FRONT OF HOUSE TEAM
HEATHER ARNOLD, AMANDA BALDWIN, LORNA BATYCKI, VIVIAN BOISVERT, MAX 
DANDY, CONOR FARRELL, EMMA GUSTAFSON, CINDY MILLER, ALLI SPARLING, 
SANDRA SVENKESON, LISA TALBOT, DORIS TURCOTTE, MELANIE VANDERLINDE

PATRON SERVICES STAFF
AMANDA BALDWIN, ROXANNA BIDARVAND, ANDREA FOLSTER, CONOR FARRELL, 
EMMA GUSTAFSON, GEORGIA VANDERLINDE, MAX DANDY, MIKAYLA MACNEIL, 
SARAH VADNIS

CUSTODIAL STAFF
KERRY KORMOS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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GIVE YOUR EVENT 
A TASTE OF THE 
SPOTLIGHT

From intimate gatherings to gala events, Taste Catering 
brings the flavour, the flair, and the fun.

Elevate your next event with chef-curated menus, seamless 
service, and a touch of wow. Whether it’s an elegant dinner or 
a low-key get together, we make every detail unforgettable, 

so you can enjoy the moment.

Book your event today and let Taste Catering take center stage

 events@tastehospitality.group

WEDDINGS
& GALAS

CORPORATE 
EVENTS

PRIVATE
CELEBRATIONS

SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

www.tastehospitality.group

ACS Programme Cover.indd   4ACS Programme Cover.indd   4 2025-11-24   2:45:42 PM2025-11-24   2:45:42 PM
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Exhibitions Dawit L. Petros:
From the Edge of the Horizon

Above: Dawit L. Petros, Ma�hios, 2005, archival 
pigment print, 76.2 x 95.3 cm. Courtesy of the artist, 
Bradley Ertaskiran Gallery, Montreal and Tiwani 
Contemporary, London © the artist, 2025

Dawit L. Petros: From the Edge of the Horizon I is on view 
at Remai Modern until March 8, 2026. 

Persephone Theatre members enjoy a 10% savings on all ticketed events at Remai Modern and 
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Join Us for an Evening With 

Kim Coates
Actor, Sons of Anarchy

Join us for a conversation with 
Saskatoon's own Kim Coates, back 
to his roots in the Prairies from the 
Hollywood silver screen, for this one 
night only fundraising event for 
Persephone Theatre! 

February 21, 2026
7:30 PM
Persephone Theatre

Moderated by 
Jeff Rogstad and Caitrin Hodson

VIP TICKETS AVAILABLE

One
Night
Only!

purchase.persephonetheatre.org
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