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This is Persephone Theatre.

These doors are the entrance.

Enter these doors and you will be in the box office.

You can buy your tickets from the box office. 

Don’t forget to bring a mask with you if you need 

one. Audience members can wear masks if they 

want to.
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Once you have your ticket, you can enter the lobby. 

There will be people handing out programme 

booklets with information about the show. 

There is a QR code to scan with your phone to read 

a digital version of the programme.

You can go up the stairs or the ramp. 

You can buy snacks and drinks from the 

concession stand.
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If you want to go to the second floor, use the stairs 

or the elevator. This is the way to the chill out zone.

This is the elevator.

This is the way to the group washrooms.

There is a public washroom near the back of the 

main floor available for you to use. Signs will tell 

you where the entrance and exit to the washroom 

are. 

There are three single room washrooms you can 

use. There are two on the second floor and one on 

the main floor.

All bathrooms are marked with a blue circle. 

Like this -  
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These are the doors to enter the theatre to watch 

the performance. 

These doors will remain open during the 

performance and you are free to leave and come 

back any time. 

This is the hallway to the 

theatre.

This is the door to the 

main floor of the theatre.
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These are the rows of seats. Each row has a letter 

and each seat has a number.

If you need help finding your seat, please ask any 

of the volunteers wearing black and white clothes.

You can leave the theatre through the same door 

you entered.

This is Melanie. 

She is the Front of House Manager.

Melanie, concession staff, or volunteers can help 

you find the chill out area or the washrooms.
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About the Play

MAIN CHARACTERS:

KIPPS - a middle aged man

ACTOR - a younger man

Here is the breakdown of the other characters that 

will be played by the actor that plays Kipps:

Disclaimer

The Woman in Black will contain spooky or frightening 

moments and loud sounds. There will be possible 

jump scares, non-toxic stage fog, bright lights, 

moments of complete darkness, and it is implied that 

there has been a death of a child. It is recommended 

to audiences aged 12 years and up.

This play is written and designed to be scary and 

suspenseful. It is in the genre of “Thriller”. Sounds, 

lights, and darkness will be used to create an uneasy 

environment inside the theatre. 

This guide is designed to help you be prepared for 

the experience. To be mindful of those that would 

like a little surprise in their viewing of this play, we 

have chosen to leave out information that would be 

considered “spoilers”). If you would like to have all the 

details and all the spoilers before you see the play, 

Sound Sample

We are providing a sample of the sound effects used 

in the show. This sound sample wil give you an idea of 

what you will hear during the performance. Warning 

to headphone users - the sounds might be startling.

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN

please reach out to olivia.s@persephonetheatre.org 

and we will provide you with a different guide. 

https://persephonetheatre.org/isl/uploads/2025/10/THE-WOMAN-IN-BLACK-SAMPLE-AUDIO.mp3
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TOMES 

•	 The clerk at the law firm in London

•	 London dialect 

•	 Sniffy, nasally, and awkward - an outcast   

Bentley 

•	 Kipps’ boss, a partner at the law firm in London

•	 Proper RP dialect 

•	 Uppity and self-important 

SAM DAILY 

•	 Landowner from Crythin Gifford who ends up 

being Kipps’ confidant and saviour 

•	 Northern English (Yorkshire) dialect 

•	 Compassionate, vigilant, and intuitive

KECKWICK 

•	 The pony and trap driver who takes Kipps from 

the town of Crythin Gifford to Eel Marsh House, 

across the causeway (according to the tides)

•	 Northern English (Yorkshire/Lancastershire) 

dialect with a very deep voice 

•	 Stoic, hardened, and taciturn 

LANDLORD 

•	 The hotel owner at The Gifford Arms Hotel, who 

houses Kipps before he goes out to Eel Marsh 

House 

•	 Lilty Northern Irish dialect

•	 hospitable and friendly - until he’s not 

JEROME 

•	 The local lawyer from Crythin Gifford who helps 

Kipps get settled 

•	 High pitched Northern English mixed with 

London dialect 

•	 Cagey, uptight, and stony

The Woman in Black jumps back and forth in time 

from Kipps strange experiences of the past to the 

theatre where he is rehearsing his story with the 

Actor.
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ACT ONE

Arthur Kipps, an attorney, has hired an actor to 

help him retell a strange story from his past. It is 

Kipps’ hope that the telling of this story will rid him 

of his constant nightmares. Kipps and the Actor 

rehearse in an old Victorian theatre in an effort to 

make the story more vivid. The Actor will play the 

part of Kipps and instructs Kipps to play the part 

of all the other characters that the Actor (as Kipps) 

will meet during the play.

The storytelling begins when Kipps, a young 

lawyer at the time, is sent to handle the estate of 

the deceased Mrs. Drablow near a small English 

village called Crythin Gifford. Mrs. Drablow’s eerie 

Eel Marsh house can only be reached during low 

tide by way of a narrow causeway.

During Kipps time in the village and his first visit 

to the estate he has creepy experiences and sees 

a strange looking woman dressed in black. The 

locals react very strangely when Kipps tries to 

discuss her with them.

ACT TWO

Kipps is determined to sort through everything 

at the house despite the warnings of the locals. 

Sam Daily, insists that Kipps take his dog as a 

companion so that he is not alone. As Kipps sorts 

through Mrs. Drablow’s estate, his efforts reveal 

family secrets and unexplainable events. Kipps 

spends two terrifying nights at the house, where 

he hears noises and sees things that cannot be 

explained.

The Drablow estate experience costs Kipps many 

things in his life. Kipps hopes that in telling his 

story that this will be the end of his misery. 
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This is the stage during the show. 

The lighting on the stage will change during the 

show.

Sometimes it will be dark. Sometimes it will be 

bright.



20 21

This is Jonathon.

He plays Actor.

This is what Jonathon 

looks like out of costume.

This is what Jonathon 

looks like on stage during 

the show.

Pictured here, Jonathon is 

dressed in period clothing.

This is Matthew.

He plays Kipps.

This is what Matthew looks 

like out of costume.

This is what Matthew 

looks like on stage during 

the show.

Pictured here, Matthew is 

dressed in period clothing.

When Matthew changes 

charaters he also 

changes an element of 

his costume, often using 

coats or hats to do so.
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This is Alyssa.

She plays ..

This is what Alyssa looks 

like out of costume.

This is what Alyssa looks 

like on stage during the 

show.

Pictured here, Alyssa is 

dressed in period clothing.

During the performance the house lights will be on 

and the doors will be open.

You are welcome to leave and come back to your 

seat whenever you like. 

You can leave the theatre during the performance 

to go to the washroom or to the chill out zone. 

The chill out zone will be in the lobby. It will be 

marked by a yellow square. Like this - 

There will be soft furniture to sit on, books, and 

soft toys available.

The staff and volunteers will be happy to help you 

with directions to and from the chill out zone.

You will know the performance is over when the 

actors take a bow. After the performance you are 

free to go home. 

During and After the Play
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We would love to hear about your experience at 

Persephone Theatre and what you thought of the 

play. 

Email us at olivia.s@persephonetheatre.org.

Thank you for coming!


